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more plastic, traditions less controlling, prejudices less
final ? The community has adapted itself marvellously
to war. It will be under an equally stringent obligation
to adapt itself to peace, not in the old ruts, but conscious
of new wants, new duties, new powers.

Amongst many other changes we may expect to see a
revision of methods and aims in education. If the war
has demonstrated some of the good fruits of our schools
and Universities, it has also laid bare defects which we
must set ourselves to make good. It will lie with the
Universities not only to act as guides of public opinion,
not only to make their influence felt by the schools, but
to see to it that their own house is in order. Is it too
much to hope that they will show the plasticity which
will be required of every element in the State during that
anxious period of reconstruction, and that in the process
they will not lose any of those essential qualities we
venerate and love ?

I am no prophet, but it needs none to affirm that the
Universities will continue, as ever, to be sanctuaries of
the spirit of man, where he may learn how to live not by
bread alone. They will continue also to be places of
research, prominences from which to gaze into the
unknown, outposts from which to advance in the con-
quest of territory now unexplored.

But while these basic features remain, may we not
look in the future work of the Universities for a more
direct relation to industrial requirements and economic
problems ? The war has given a marvellous impulse
to productive activity, but the current for the most
part now floods a single channel, from which it must be
diverted when the demand for munitions abates with
the coming of peace. It must then be turned into other
streams, in which it may swiftly re-create the wealth that
has been destroyed. In this process the Universities have